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Hill Times

So what do Senators really do in the summer?
Without the need to show their faces to voters in a defined riding in hopes of
re-election, regional representation means whatever Senators want it to mean
outside of Ottawa. At least two Senators have constituency offices, but many
others spend the summer studying issues of local concern from desks at their
homes or cottages.
Peter Mazereeuw

With a hectic spring session behind them, a few Senators have more plans to dig into what they see as pressing political
issues in their home provinces over the summer, and, as one put it, "hold the prime minister's feet to the fire" when
Parliament returns in the fall.

The summer break has dispersed Parliamentarians across the country. Senators are free to shape their own agendas, while
MPs leave one job in Ottawa for another on the barbecue circuit in their constituencies, to ensure voters crucial to their
potential re-election see them hard at work in the community.

From a constitutional perspective, members of the Upper Chamber are more or less free to hang a Gone Fishin' sign on their
office door until the Upper Chamber reconvenes in September, but many stay involved in community and parliamentary
work. The Hill Times caught up with Senate veterans and newbies to find out how they spend their summer, what they do in
their home province or territory, and why. Community events, committee work, research papers, and yes, vacation time all
made the list, as did a few projects that could resonate in Ottawa when Parliament resumes.

Senate Liberal Mobina Jaffer (British Columbia) is planning to meet with francophone communities across her province, in
part to shore up her case for more federal resources and emphasis on promoting bilingualism in Canada's official languages
across the country. Sen. Jaffer said she hopes to "hold the prime minister's feet to the fire" on the issue when Parliament
resumes. Her tour comes on the heels of the Senate Official Languages Committee's recent report on the difficulties
students and parents face when trying to access French-language schools and French immersion programs in B.C. Sen. Jaffer
participated in some meetings related to that study.

Independent Senator Patricia Bovey (Manitoba) has plans to visit Churchill, Man., where flooding washed out the rail line that
served as the only land link for the community of 900, prompting what she and others have called an emergency for the
residents who relied upon it to deliver goods. Sen. Bovey said she plans to meet local politicians and First Nations leaders
there, and will be trying to raise awareness of what she called a "grim situation."

Conservative Senator Dennis Patterson (Nunavut), fresh off a sit-down in Iqaluit with Prince Charles over natural resource
issues, is hoping to spread word over the summer, through speeches and a discussion paper, of the shortcomings and risks of
carbon pricing-a key part of the Liberal government's effort to fight climate change-for Canada's North.

What do they have to do?
Senators are assigned to represent the interests of a province or territory in the Senate Chamber, but there is no requirement
to work in their community, nor are there direct political consequences if they do not. Since they are appointed and can stay in
the role until they reach the mandatory retirement age of 75, they don't need to worry about losing an election.

Each Senator can decide on their own how much energy to focus on issues important to their province or territory. For some,
such as Sen. Patterson, that is the overriding concern: as he is quick to note, Nunavut has many challenges and only two
voices in Parliament-himself and Independent MP Hunter Tootoo.

Others, including many of the Independents appointed recently, spend more energy working on issues that affect a subset of
people across the country, said Independent Senator Marc Gold (Stadacona, Que.).
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A few Senators maintain offices in their constituencies, including Conservative Senators Bob Runciman (Thousand Islands
and Rideau Lakes, Ont.) and Fabian Manning (Newfoundland and Labrador), both of whom previously served in elected
office. Many work from home over the summer while a few, embodying the true Canadian dream, pursue projects from a desk
at their cottage.

What do they actually do?
The first weeks after the Senate rises present a chance to tie up business in Ottawa, head home, and, in the words of Senate
Liberal Jim Munson (Ottawa/Rideau Canal, Ont.), "take a break and have a pint."

The rest of the summer is a chance for Senators to pursue causes important to them, complete outstanding committee work,
travel to festivals, events, and speaking engagements, and plan for the fall session.

For Sen. Munson, that includes helping with events that support people with autism. Sen. Patterson helped to greet Prince
Charles last week during his visit to Nunavut, where the two sat down for tea to discuss natural resource development, he
said. Sen. Jaffer also plans to try to wrap up unfinished work with the rest of the Senate Veterans Affairs Subcommittee,
which she chairs.

Sen. Gold is planning a fall speaking tour, along with several other Senators-he declined to name which-of universities, high
schools, and others venues in Quebec and possibly Ottawa, about the current composition of the Senate and the challenges it
faces.

Conservative Senator Don Plett (Landmark, Man.), a former Conservative Party president, will be making the rounds at
community events in southeastern Manitoba, trying to "keep a handle on what's going on there," while fellow Conservative
Raynell Andreychuk (Saskatchewan) is planning a pair of speeches on parliamentary ethics requirements and civilian
oversight of the military.
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[caption id="attachment_112572" align="alignright" width="800"] Senator Don Plett with Michael Spence, the mayor of
Churchill, Man., at the Port of Churchill First Vessel Ceremony in the summer of 2014. The port could be inaccessible until this
winter, after floods this spring washed away part of the rail line that connected it with other communities. Sen. Plett and Sen.
Patricia Bovey are two of five sitting Senators who represent Manitoba in the Upper Chamber. One seat for that province is
vacant. Photograph courtesy of Senator Don Plett[/caption]

How does representation work in the Senate?
Canada's constitution provides 24 seats in the Red Chamber to Senators from Ontario, 24 from Quebec, 10 each from New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, four from Prince Edward Island, one each from the territories, and six each from the remaining
provinces, for a total of 105.

Unlike the rest of the country, Quebec is divided into 24 predetermined Senate districts, each of which has an assigned
Senate seat. The logic behind it, circa 1867, was to ensure that Senators from the province were drawn from more than one of
Quebec's different religious and linguistic communities, which were concentrated in particular parts of the province at the
time, according to Independent Senator Marc Gold, who represents Stadacona in Quebec City, and worked as a constitutional
scholar before being appointed to the Senate by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (Papineau, Que.) last year.

That tradition has since become an anachronism. Senate seats for Quebec are assigned to desired candidates, who must then
get their hands on property in the area to which they are assigned, if they don't yet have any, to fulfill the constitutional
requirement that they own some there. Sen. Gold, who lives in Montreal, bought a condo in Stadacona to check that box after
he was notified of his appointment.

Senators in other parts of the country have the option of adding the name of a community or area of their province to their
title if they choose, but it is a purely symbolic gesture, according to Conservative Senator Don Plett (Landmark, Man.). Many
Senators choose not to, though some embrace the opportunity. Retired Senator Peter Stollery represented just the
intersection of Bloor and Yonge streets in Toronto, a nod to the block on which his family's business, a men's wear store named
after the family, was located.

Provided by NewsDeskNewsDeskNewsDeskNewsDesk Fourni par InfoMédiaInfoMédiaInfoMédiaInfoMédia

Media contents in NewsDesk are copyright protected.Media contents in NewsDesk are copyright protected.Media contents in NewsDesk are copyright protected.Media contents in NewsDesk are copyright protected. Le contenu médiatique d'InfoMédia est protégé par les droits d'auteur.Le contenu médiatique d'InfoMédia est protégé par les droits d'auteur.Le contenu médiatique d'InfoMédia est protégé par les droits d'auteur.Le contenu médiatique d'InfoMédia est protégé par les droits d'auteur.
Please refer to Important Notices page for the details. Veuillez vous reporter à la page des avis importants pour les détails.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl

2 / 3 2017-07-05 13:13 ()

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/en/aboutus/terms
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/fr/aboutus/terms
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl


Sen. Plett chose to list his hometown, Landmark, Man., population 1,200, next to his title. The process was simple, he said: the
Senate clerk gave him the option before he was sworn in in 2009.

"I thought it would be nice to have the village of Landmark designated as a place that a Senator is from," Sen. Plett told The
Hill Times, adding he represents the entire province of Manitoba first and foremost.
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