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Hill Times

Sens. Doug BlackDoug BlackDoug BlackDoug Black, David WellsDavid WellsDavid WellsDavid Wells, Marilou McPhedranMarilou McPhedranMarilou McPhedranMarilou McPhedran top Senate
spring spending
Spending from April 1 to June 30 totalled more than $1.3-million, slightly more
than the same period the year prior, but with 10 fewer Senators.
Charelle Evelyn

Ninety-four Senators spent $1.37-million on living and office expenses, travel, contracts, and hospitality during three months
this spring, according to newly released figures from the Senate. That's about 3.2 per cent more than the amount posted the
same period a year prior, although there are now 10 fewer Senators.

The quarterly expense disclosures published at the end of August on the Senate's website cover April 1 through June 30, the
first quarter of the 2018-19 fiscal year. Independent Senator Douglas Black (Alberta) was the overall top spender, at nearly
$35,800.

Senate expense disclosures only reveal part of the spending made in the Upper Chamber, as staff salaries, which are paid out
of the Senators' annual office budget of $225,372, are not disclosed for confidentiality reasons, according to Alison Korn, who
is the spokesperson for the Senate's Internal Economy Committee, which handles financial and legal matters.

The largest portion of Sen. Black's disclosure for the quarter, nearly $26,400, went to cover travel. Most of that cost ($14,259)
was spent on his own travel to and from his home province for Senate sittings, with the rest split between an accompanying
designated traveller and staff.

"When I ran for the Senate, I committed to Albertans to stay connected on the key issues facing them and our province," Sen.
Black said in an email in response to questions from The Hill Times (Alberta has in the past elected nominees for appointment
to the Senate, of which Sen. Black was one). "Continuing developments surrounding the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion,
and my Bill S-245, which contains a plan to move the pipeline proposal forward, was the subject of much discussion and
consultation with various stakeholders in Alberta."

Sen. Black's public bill, which passed third reading in the Senate on May 22, and was introduced in the House of Commons
on May 24, would "declare the Trans Mountain pipeline project and related works to be for the general advantage of Canada."

The project to expand the existing pipeline to carry bitumen between Alberta and British Columbia's southern coast is in a
holding pattern, after the Federal Court of Appeal said in an Aug. 30 decision that the Liberal government's approval of the
project didn't consider all of the necessary evidence or properly consult with First Nations.

The second-highest spender for the quarter, excluding House officers, was Conservative Senator David Wells (Newfoundland
and Labrador), who spent just over $34,500 overall, with $21,377 on travel.

The Senate's House officers, including Senate Speaker George Furey and the leaders of the various caucuses and groups,
have additional budgets that get included in the quarterly disclosures.

Sen. Wells was also among the top three for travel expenses in the quarter, bested by Sen. Black and Conservative Sen.
Donald Plett (Landmark, Man.), who spent $22,635. Sen. Wells was also the third-highest spender for the full 2017-18 fiscal
year, disclosing $126,173 overall.

"I travel regularly back and forth between Ottawa and the East Coast. I'm active in defending against the constant attacks the
government has on the fishery, energy, and other natural resource industries. These are Newfoundland and Labrador's key
economic generators," Sen. Wells said in an emailed response to questions. "Further, there are only a handful of opposition
Parliamentarians that represent the province and we take our responsibilities seriously."

Coming in third for the first quarter of 2018-19 overall was Independent Senator Marilou McPhedran (Manitoba), who spent
$33, 299, with the bulk on office costs, at $19,684. Sen. McPhedran was also the second-highest spender in the previous fiscal
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year, disclosing a total of $148,360. The majority of that was on travel, $65,654, but almost as much was spent on office and
hospitality expenses, at $58,274. Senators can spend up to $3,000 per year out of their office budgets on hospitality.

Sen. McPhedran regularly makes public extra details about her expenses. In an Aug. 30 Facebook post after the disclosures
were published online, she outlined activities she helped host, including an April 17 Indigenous Day celebration of six
Indigenous women on the Hill, and a reception with the Costa Rican ambassador.

"In terms of staffing, the first quarter of the fiscal year is one of the busiest in the parliamentary calendar," she wrote.
"Significant legislation was before the Senate, for this reason I required additional support for research."

"The contractors hired brought specific expertise that aided in my scrutiny and proposed amendments of legislation during a
pressured time. There are also some longer term areas of concern for which I have contracted research reports, including
sexual abuse of patients by health professionals such as physicians, psychologists, nurses, etc.," Sen. McPhedran wrote.

The lowest spender for the quarter was Independent Senator Éric Forest (Gulf, Que.), who only spent $101.50 on his office,
followed by Independent Senator Yvonne Boyer (Ontario), who spent $2,339, almost equally split between her general office
expenses and hospitality. She was only appointed in March. The third-lowest was Serge Joyal, who spent $2,584, split mostly
on travel ($1,215) and living expenses ($1,063). The living expenses budget this year for Senators who don't have their
primary residence within 100 kilometres of Parliament Hill is $24,750.

Nunavut tour leads to Sen. Patterson's $250,000 spend in 2017-18
In the 2017-18 fiscal year, Nunavut's Conservative Senator Dennis Patterson topped the expenses list, disclosing $250,440,
of which $208,504 was spent on travel.

In February and March, Sen. Patterson toured all 25 communities in his region-many of which are remote, fly-in places-over 25
days. He was accompanied by two staffers: his executive assistant Leetia Nowdluk, "who is an Inuk from Iqaluit and served as
a translator, saving us significant costs," and Claudine Santos, who handled "logistics coordination, note-taking, speech and
policy development, and communications," Ms. Santos said in an email.

The trip, which was approved by the Internal Economy Committee, was made via chartered plane, "which was significantly less
expensive than taking commercial flights, and staff shared rooms where available to also save on travel expenses. Two MPs
were also invited to join and share in the costs, joining us for about a week each," Ms. Santos said.

In an emailed statement, Sen. Patterson said that as the territory's only Senator, he felt "that it was important to reach out to as
many Nunavummiut as possible and get their feedback on transformative legislation," such as the cannabis legalization bill,
C-45. Nunavummiut are the people living in the territory. "With no addiction treatment or rehabilitation centre in the territory,
and a general lack of mental health, addictions and trauma support workers, it was very important to be to ensure that
Nunavut's unique situation was brought to the forefront of the cannabis debate."

In total, 104 Senators expensed nearly $6.9-million in 2017-18, excluding salaries.

When factoring in the House officers, who have additional budgets, Liberal Leader Joseph Day (Saint John-Kennebecasis,
N.B.) was the top spender of his group, and the second-highest spender of all Senators, disclosing $188,438 overall. Of that,
$123,950 was spent in his office. The Liberal caucus has an additional $460,000 for research funds, which are included in the
expense disclosure as administered by Sen. Day's office.

Senate Speaker George Furey spent $169,495 in 2017-18, of which $55,712 was spent on travel and $50,289 was spent on
hospitality. Sen. Furey has an additional $700,222 for his office, to cover the costs of the various ceremonial aspects of the job,
which include presiding over royal assent and swearing-in ceremonies. For example, in the last quarter of 2017-18, nearly
$21,000 was spent to cover working meals, and catering for ceremonies and receptions.

cevelyn@hilltimes.com

The Hill Times

Top Senate spenders in 2018-19, April 1-June 30
NameAffiliationProvince (designation)OfficeHospitalityTotal officeTravelLivingTOTALBlack, DouglasIndependent Senators
GroupAlberta$3,170.66$80.00 $3,250.66$26,368.90 $6,180.00$35,799.56Wells, David M.Conservative Party of
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CanadaNewfoundland and Labrador$2,939.69$304.40 $3,244.09$21,376.99 $9,913.68$34,534.76McPhedran,
MarilouIndependent Senators GroupManitoba$19,684.20$807.97 $20,492.17$9,807.25 $3,000.00$33,299.42Plett, Donald
Neil *Conservative Party of CanadaManitoba (Landmark)$595.19$907.79$1,502.98$22,635.30 $8,325.61
$32,463.89Manning, FabianConservative Party of CanadaNewfoundland and Labrador$3,932.62$0.00$3,932.62$19,424.57
$7,395.72$30,752.91Raine, Nancy GreeneConservative Party of CanadaBritish Columbia (Thompson-Okanagan-Kootenay)
$12,192.37$54.50 $12,246.87$11,351.07 $6,976.55$30,574.49Dyck, Lillian EvaLiberal Party of CanadaSaskatchewan
$9,476.64$295.56 $9,772.20$15,666.87 $4,874.49$30,313.56Doyle, Norman E.Conservative Party of CanadaNewfoundland
and Labrador$4,749.41$38.99 $4,788.40$17,175.28 $5,294.66$27,258.34Neufeld, RichardConservative Party of
CanadaBritish Columbia$1,331.27$142.87 $1,474.14$20,698.38 $4,564.79$26,737.31Dupuis, RenéeIndependent Senators
GroupQuebec (The Laurentides)$17,024.65$0.00$17,024.65$5,925.97 $2,875.70$25,826.32

Most frugal Senators in 2018-19, April 1-June 30
NameAffiliationProvince (designation)OfficeHospitalityTotal officeTravelLivingTOTALForest, ÉricIndependent Senators
GroupQuebec (Gulf)$101.50$0.00$101.50$0.00$0.00$101.50Boyer, YvonneIndependent Senators GroupOntario$1,180.92
$1,158.00 $2,338.92$0.00$0.00$2,338.92Joyal, SergeLiberal Party of CanadaQuebec (Kennebec)$306.35$0.00$306.35
$1,215.08 $1,062.97$2,584.40Demers, JacquesIndependent Senators GroupQuebec (Rigaud)$236.16$0.00$236.16$2,399.39
$0.00$2,635.55White, VernonConservative Party of CanadaOntario$187.74$505.73 $693.47$2,019.66 $0.00$2,713.13Pate,
KimIndependent Senators GroupOntario$1,605.66$0.00$1,605.66$1,235.27 $0.00$2,840.93Sinclair, MurrayIndependent
Senators GroupManitoba$120.21$0.00$120.21$0.00$3,570.00$3,690.21Dagenais, Jean-GuyConservative Party of
CanadaQuebec (Victoria)$241.46$0.00$241.46$2,355.19 $1,680.48$4,277.13Ravalia, Mohamed-IqbalIndependent Senators
GroupNewfoundland and Labrador$0.00$0.00$0.00$2,558.60 $1,793.85$4,352.45Massicotte, Paul J.Independent Senators
GroupQuebec (De Lanaudière)$15.70$0.00$15.70$1,671.92 $2,966.88$4,654.50

Top Senate spenders in 2017-18
NameAffiliationProvince (designation)OfficeHospitalityTotal officeTravelLivingTOTALPatterson, Dennis GlenConservative Party
of CanadaNunavut$20,805.39$2,955.40$23,760.79$208,504.06$18,175.24$250,440.09Day, Joseph A.Liberal Party of
CanadaNew Brunswick (Saint John-Kennebecasis)$117,577.58$6,372.55$123,950.13$47,252.69$17,235.58
$188,438.40Furey, George J.Non-affiliatedNewfoundland and Labrador$39,172.80$50,288.96$89,461.76$55,711.96
$24,321.62$169,495.34McPhedran, MarilouNon-affiliated (Independent Senators Group)Manitoba$55,274.47$3,000.00
$58,274.47$65,653.54$24,432.00$148,360.01Woo, Yuen PauNon-affiliated (Independent Senators Group)British Columbia
$29,911.83$3,661.44$33,573.27$79,064.36$24,364.21$137,001.84Wells, David M.Conservative Party of
CanadaNewfoundland and Labrador$13,017.50$2,034.21$15,051.71$86,689.62$24,432.00$126,173.33Watt, CharlieLiberal
Party of CanadaQuebec (Inkerman)$55,782.37$2,274.41$58,056.78$45,047.63$13,990.41$117,094.82Tannas,
ScottConservative Party of CanadaAlberta$13,968.41$1,727.76$15,696.17$77,068.22$20,962.36$113,726.75Martin,
YonahConservative Party of CanadaBritish Columbia$14,616.27$5,802.90$20,419.17$69,849.66$22,711.34$112,980.17Ngo,
Thanh HaiConservative Party of CanadaOntario$11,542.51$772.06$12,314.57$99,135.94$0.00$111,450.51
*House officer

-Source: Senate of Canada
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