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Senators can introduce new 
laws just like MPs in the 
House of Commons. My first 
Private 

Member’s Bill (PMB) will 
allow more Nunavut 
residents, not just landowners, 
to be able to be appointed to 
the Senate to represent 
Nunavut. I have been working 
on changing the rules for 
several years. 

Currently, the Constitution 
requires senators to own 
$4000 of fee-simple title 
property in the area they 
represent and have a net 
worth of $4000. 

This rule means that 79% of 
Nunavummiut who rent their 
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homes are currently not 
qualified to be appointed to the 
Senate of Canada. 

These requirements also 
exclude 44% of Canadian 
households from becoming 
senators including: renters; 
condominium owners who do 
not own the land the unit is 
built on as the land is owned by 
the condominium corporation; 
and First Nations homeowners 
on-reserve, where the land is 
owned by the Government of 
Canada. 

This bill is currently at 2nd  
reading in the Senate. For more 
information visit: 

http://www.dennispatterson.c
a/private-members- bill/  

Staying in touch with Nunavummiut is important to me.  If you want to  

• Read my latest speeches and statements in the Senate; 
• Track the progress of my PMB; 
• Download past copies of my newsletter; and more 

Please visit my new website at: http://www.dennispatterson.ca 

New Website, New Ways to Stay in Touch 

In case you missed it 

• January 2016 - The current 
government upheld the $63.7M 
promised by the previous 
government for the Iqaluit Port 

• February 2016 - $25M in 
federal funding was confirmed 
for 5 community projects in 
Nunavut including the Iqaluit 
Aquatic Centre; Cape Dorset’s 
Kenojuak Cultural Centre; 
Cambridge Bay Arena; and 
several community arena and 
playground repairs and 
replacements across the 
territory 

• Challenges have been resolved 
that threatened the Pond Inlet 
Small Craft Harbour 

• Budget 2016 announced $177.7 
million over 2 years for 
affordable housing in the north 
and Inuit communities – 
Nunavut was awarded $76.7 
million. 
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As someone who enjoys and 
appreciates hunting and the 
outdoors, I have always been a 
supporter of this time-honoured 
tradition and recognize its 
cultural and economic 
importance for Inuit. 

I spoke twice in the Senate in 
favour of bill S-208, An Act 
respecting National Seal 
Products Day, which is currently 
before the House of Commons. 

The first time, on February 23, 
2016, I spoke of my personal 
experiences and shared 
memories of seal hunting in 
Pangnirtung Fiord with the late 
Meeka Kilabuk, her brother 
Josephee, and their family. I also 
spoke of the many ways the seal 
is utilized by the Inuit, including 
food, shelter, and clothing.   
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On May 17, I celebrated Seal Day 
on the Hill with many notable 
federal and territorial 
parliamentarians including 
Minister Johnny Mike and federal 
Ministers Carolyn Bennett, Bardish 
Chagger, and Judy Foote hosted by 
Speaker Geoff Regan. 

The second time I spoke, on May 3, 
2016, I discussed the struggles Inuit 
have had trying to educate 
Canadians and the world in the face 
of well-funded yet woefully 
misinformed animal rights activists 
who led the way for debilitating 
bans on Canadian seal products. I 
also quoted, at length, from a film 
created by a young Inuk filmmaker, 
Alethea Arnaquq-Baril, called 
“Angry Inuk”.  I feel that it 
eloquently and clearly discusses the 
issues surrounding the sealing. To 
recognize Alethea’s achievement in 

Changing the Way Canadians View Sealing 

For more information about 
the “Angry Inuk”, winner 

of the HotDocs 2016 
Audience Award visit: 

http://mediaspace.nfb.ca/epk
/angry-inuk/ 

With the support of fellow northern senators Nick 
Sibbeston (NWT) and Charlie Watt (Nunavik), I proposed 
that the Standing Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples 
undertake its first study on northern issues since I have 
been a senator. 

Armed with a basic understanding of common housing 
challenges due to our extensive study of First Nations 
housing on-reserve, we decided to study housing 
challenges in Inuit Nunangat. 

As part of our study, six senators toured five communities 
in Nunavut and Nunavik, meeting with Senator Watt and 
Makivik leaders in Kuujjuaq. Unfortunately, we had to 
cancel our sixth stop in Nain due to weather. 

It was an eye-opening experience for all on the trip and, I 
know seeing housing conditions first hand offered insights 
that cannot be learned from witnesses coming to the 
Committee in Ottawa. 

Senators Travel North to Discuss Inuit Housing 

(L-R) Senators Enverga, Lovelace-Nicholas, 
Dyck, Patterson, Raine & Moore in Iqaluit 

Look for our report in Fall, 2016 
Read all about our trip on 

https://sencaplus.ca/en/news/one-week-in-the -
north 
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telling the Inuit story about the 
importance of the seal, I hosted 
a special screening of “Angry 
Inuk” on Parliament Hill on 
Aboriginal Day, June 21. 

My wife Evelyn & I at Seal Day 
on the Hill 
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Nunavut must create jobs to support its growing 
population. This means adapting and growing the 
economy in a way that balances economic growth 
with traditional values. This can be done with 
leadership as demonstrated by President Stanley 
Anablak and the Kitikmeot Inuit Association and 
former KIA President Charlie Evalik, President of the 
Nunavut Resources Corporation. 

At the 2016 Nunavut Mining Symposium, the 
Kitikmeot Inuit Association received the organization 
award for their outstanding contribution to balanced 
resource development.  This was in recognition of 
their success in negotiating an impressive Inuit 
Impacts Benefits Agreement with TMAC resources 
including securing an ownership stake in the 
company on top of the regular royalty payments. 

KIA has also been visionary in their pursuit of a port 
and road in Gray’s Bay that has been identified as an 

Leading the Way: The Kitikmeot Inuit Association 
Displays Innovative Approach to Growth 

Canada’s Defense Policy 
Review: Opportunities for the 

North 
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quality. The north can no longer continue to have DND 
SAR capabilities based far away in southern Canada. 
 
I also believe that the Rangers should have an expanded 
role; marine capabilities would enable them to help with 
spill response, SAR, and overall defense. 
 
Share your ideas at: http://dennispatterson.ca/defence-
policy-review/  
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infrastructure priority by the Government of 
Nunavut and received support from the Premier of 
NWT. KIA proposes that Inuit will build and own 
the road and port, collecting long term lease 
payments from the proposed mine at Izok Lake and 
other users. The road could also resupply NWT 
diamond mines from the Arctic Coast if and when 
the Yellowknife winter road is threatened by 
climate change. The port could serve as a refueling 
location for the Coast Guard and Royal Canadian 
Navy, a safe landing area for storage and resupply 
in the Kitikmeot Region, and reinforce Canadian 
sovereignty in the Arctic even as Russia and other 
circumpolar countries invest heavily in their Arctic 
coasts. Fibre optic cables could be laid at the same 
time as the road is being built, bringing increased 
access to high speed internet for northern residents 
and researchers at the High Arctic Research Station. 

Canada’s Defence Policy Review: 
Opportunities for the North 
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I have always believed that the north can play a bigger 
role in the defense of Canada. 
 
The current Defence Policy Review initiated by 
Minister of Defence, Hon. Harjit Sajjan, gives 
Canadians the opportunity to voice their opinions on 
how Canada can improve how it defends the nation, 
including the Arctic. 
 
For years, I have advocated for an increased role for 
northerners in Search and Rescue (SAR) as well as 
providing opportunities for the aviation private sector to 
help improve current response times and overall service 



 

 

Senator Dennis Patterson July/2016; Issue #2 

4 

  

Contact us 

 

502-140 Wellington Street 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A4 

T: 613.992.0480 

Toll Free: 1.800.267.7362 

Email: 
Dennis.Patterson@sen.parl.gc.ca 

Facebook: /DennisGlenPatterson 

Web: www.dennispatterson.ca 

Out & About 

Share Your Thoughts on 
Electoral Reform 

For almost 150 years, the MP with the most votes has 
been the winner in federal elections – this is called 
“First Past the Post” – like the winner is decided in a 
horse race. Our new federal government is proposing to 
change the way we elect our MPs. I believe that the 
people must have a voice and a vote if we are to change 
our way of electing MPs. Are you happy with First-
Past- the-Post – keeping the system the way it has been 
for both federal, territorial and municipal elections? Or 
do you agree with changes proposed by the Liberal 
Party and NDP to have two options of preferential 
balloting, (ranked or proportional) where voters would 
choose their MPs by marking which party they prefer 
to vote for in order on the ballot? Do you feel you 
know enough about each option to choose? Do you 
agree that if our voting system is to change, all 
Canadians should vote in a referendum rather than have 
Parliament and political parties make the change. 
 
Join the conversation: 
 http://dennispatterson.ca/electoral-reform/  

Last In First Out: Fighting for 
Nunavut’s Fisheries 

The new federal government recently reviewed northern 
shrimp quotas.  On July 6, 2016, Minister Leblanc, 
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans announced that the 
Last In First Out (LIFO) policy “…is not a sustainable 
instrument of public policy” and the department would 
replace it with a policy based on proportional sharing 
that respects land claims, indigenous rights, and 
adjacency. 
 
Under LIFO, as quotas are reduced due to climate 
change, the newest license holders – Nunavut fishing 
companies – would have been the first to lose their 
shrimp quotas, thus favouring the older and established 
Maritime fishing companies that have been trolling for 
fish and shrimp in our Arctic waters for decades.  
 
 The Nunavut Land Claims Agreement clearly states that 
“the principles of adjacency and economic dependence” 
must be factored into commercial fishing licenses and 
the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board should be 
consulted before such policies are put in place.  
Currently, Nunavut still has less than 38% of the Total 
Allowable Catch in its adjacent waters. 
 
I want to make sure that Nunavut is treated fairly and 
that Nunavut’s land claim is respected.  To learn more, 
read the statement I made in the Senate: 
http://dennispatterson.ca/statementsspeeches/  

The Black Rod & Senator 
Patterson with the 2015-17 cohort 

of the Jane Glassco Northern 
Fellowship 

Senator, Claudine Santos 
& Leetia Nowdluk 
celebrating Leetia’s 

Senate Diversity Award 


